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Civilian Police Oversight Agency Board 
Eric Olivas, Chair  Chantal M. Galloway, Vice-Chair  
Tara Armijo-Prewitt   Dr. William J. Kass  Doug Mitchell   
Eric Nixon       
Edward Harness, Executive Director 
 

Thursday, April 8, 2021 - 5:00 p.m. 
 

 
Attendance: In response to the Governor’s declaration of a Public Health Emergency 
and ban on large public gatherings, the Civilian Police Oversight (CPOA) Board 
meeting on Thursday, April 8, 2021 at 5:00 pm will be held via Zoom video conference. 
 
Viewing: Members of the public will have the ability to view the meeting through 
GOVTV on Comcast Channel 16, or to stream live on the GOVTV website at: 
https://www.cabq.gov/culturalservices/govtv, or on YouTube at: 
https://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/events/cpoa-board-meeting-april-8-2021.  
(Please note that the link for YouTube has not yet been generated, however, the link 
could easily be found on the link provided above prior to the start of the meeting). The 
GOVTV live stream can be accessed at these addresses from most smartphones, tablets, 
or computers. 
 
The video recording of this and all past meetings of the CPOA Board will also remain 
available for viewing at any time on the CPOA’s website. CPOA Staff is available to 
help members of the public access pre-recorded CPOA meetings on-line at any time 
during normal business hours. Please email CPOA@cabq.gov for assistance. 
 
Public Comment: The agenda for the meeting will be posted on the CPOA 
website by 5:00 pm, Monday, April 5, 2021 at www.cabq.gov/cpoa. 
 
The CPOA Board will take general public comment and comment on the meeting’s 
specific agenda items in written form via email through 4:00 pm on Thursday,  

Members Present: 
Eric Olivas, Chair 
Chantal M. Galloway, Vice-Chair 
Tara Armijo-Prewitt 
Dr. William Kass 
Eric Nixon  
  

Members Absent: 
Doug Mitchell 
 
 
 
  

Others Present: 
Edward Harness, CPOA  
Katrina Sigala, CPOA  
Valerie Barela, CPOA  
Kelly Mensah, CPC 
Tina Gooch, Atty 
Cdr. Cori Lowe, APD 
Cdr. Zak Cottrell, APD 
Acting Cdr. Joseph Viers, APD 
Cdr. Dennis Tafoya, APD 
Lt. Nicholas Sanders, APD 
Pastor David Walker, Mayor’s Office 
Lindsay Van Meter, Asst. City Atty 
Melissa Kountz, Asst. City Atty 
Chris Sylvan, City Council 
Richard Johnson, CPOAB Candidate  

https://www.cabq.gov/culturalservices/govtv
https://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/events/cpoa-board-meeting-april-8-2021
mailto:CPOA@cabq.gov?subject=CPOA%20Board%20Meeting%20Assistance%2004-09-2020
http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa
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April 8, 2021. Submit your public comments to: POB@cabq.gov. These comments will 
be distributed to all CPOA Board members for review. 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

I. Welcome and call to order.  Chair Olivas called to order the regular meeting of 

the Civilian Police Oversight Agency Board at 5:01 p.m. 

II. Mission Statement.  Chair Olivas read the Civilian Police Oversight Agency 

Board’s mission statement. 

III. Approval of the Agenda 

a. Motion.  A motion by Vice Chair Galloway to approve the agenda as 

drafted.  Roll call vote taken.  Motion passed. 

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

b. Motion.  A second motion by Vice Chair Galloway to amend and strike 

items IX. a., b., d., e., f., and g., from the agenda.  Roll call vote taken.  

Motion passed. 

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

IV. Public Comments 

a. Geraldine Amato (see attached) 

V. Review and Approval of Minutes.  For more information about minutes from 

prior CPOA Board meetings, please visit our website here: 

http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/police-oversight-board/pob-agenda-meeting-

minutes 

a. Review and Approval of Minutes from March 11, 2021.  Draft minutes 

from the March 11, 2021 Civilian Police Oversight Agency Board 

meeting was distributed to each Board Member electronically via a 

weblink.  

b. Motion.  A motion by Member Dr. Kass to approve the minutes as 

written.  Roll call vote taken.  Motion passed.  

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

 

 

 

mailto:POB@cabq.gov?subject=Public%20Comment:%20CPOA%20Board%20Meeting%2004-09-2020
http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/police-oversight-board/pob-agenda-meeting-minutes
http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/police-oversight-board/pob-agenda-meeting-minutes


 

Civilian Police Oversight Agency Board 
Minutes – April 8, 2021 

Page 3 

 

VI. Reports from City Departments 
a. APD  

1. IA Professional Standards Division (SOP 7-1, SOP 3-41,  

SOP 3-46) – Commander Zak Cottrell reported on the Statistical 

Data for the month of March 2021.  A document titled Civilian 

Police Oversight Board, Internal Affairs Force Division Statistical 

Data for the Month of March 2021 was distributed to the CPOA 

Board members. (see attached) 

2. IA Force Division (SOP 2-52 through SOP 2-57) – Commander 

Cori Lowe reported on the Statistical Data for the month of March 

2021.  A document titled Civilian Police Oversight Board, Internal 

Affairs Force Division Statistical Data for the Month of March 2021 

was distributed to the CPOA Board members.  (see attached) 

3. APD Crash Review Board Presentation (SOP 2-50) – Acting 

Commander Joseph Viers submitted a PowerPoint Presentation titled 

Crash Review Board Update January 1, 2021 – March 31, 2021 (Q3) 

and it was distributed to the CPOA Board members.  

(see attached) 

4. Crimes Against Children Unit (SOP 2-92, SOP 5-4) – Acting 

Commander Dennis Tafoya and Lieutenant Nicholas Sanders 

provided an update on SOP 2-92, SOP 5-4 and on the CARE’s 

program training, bids and stated that there are currently 120 APD 

Officers CARE certified within the department. 

b. City Council 

1.  City Council Representative - Chris Sylvan presented his report. 

c. Public Safety Committee 

1. City Council Representative - Chris Sylvan presented his report. 

d. Mayor’s Office 

1. APD Outreach Community Liaison - Pastor David Walker 

presented his report. 
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e. City Attorney 

1. Assistant City Attorney - Lindsay Van Meter presented her report. 

f. CPC  

1. CPC Liaison – Kelly Mensah presented his report. 

g. APOA 

1. None. 

h. CPOA  

1. Executive Director – Edward Harness presented his report.  

(see attached) 

 
VII. Hearing on Requests for Reconsideration 

a. 242-20 

1. Motion.  A motion by Member Armijo-Prewitt to consider a Hearing 

on Request for Reconsideration for CPC 242-20.  Roll call vote taken.  

Motion failed. 

For:  1 –Nixon 

Against: 4 - Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Olivas 

VIII. Review of Cases: 
a. Administratively Closed 

303-20  059-21 

1. Director Harness provided an audio recording submission received by 

the complainant for CPC 059-21. 

2. Motion.  A motion by Member Dr. Kass to accept Administratively 

Closed CPC 303-20 and 059-21 cases as presented.  Roll call vote 

taken. Motion passed.  

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 
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b. Exonerated and Sustained 

249-20  280-20 

1. Motion.  A motion by Member Armijo-Prewitt to accept the 

Exonerated and Sustained CPC 249-20 and 280-20 cases as presented.  

Roll call vote taken.  Motion passed.  

For:  3 – Armijo-Prewitt, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

Against: 2 - Galloway, Nixon 

 

c. Exonerated, Sustained and Unfounded 

250-20   

1. Motion.  A motion by Member Dr. Kass to accept Exonerated, 

Sustained and Unfounded case CPC 250-20 as presented.  Roll call vote 

taken.  Motion passed.  

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

 

d. Exonerated, Sustained, Unfounded and Not Sustained  

255-20 

1. Motion.  A motion by Member Dr. Kass to accept Exonerated, 

Sustained, Unfounded and Not Sustained CPC 255-20 case as 

presented.  Roll call vote taken.  Motion passed.  

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

 

e. Exonerated, Not Sustained and Administratively Closed 

210-20 

1. The Complainants for CPC 210-20 attended the CPOA Board meeting 

virtually via zoom and provided a statement. 

2. Motion.  A motion by Member Armijo-Prewitt to accept Exonerated, 

Not Sustained and Administratively Closed CPC 210-20 case as 

presented.  Roll call vote taken.  Motion passed.  

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

 

 



 

Civilian Police Oversight Agency Board 
Minutes – April 8, 2021 

Page 6 

f. Not Sustained 

266-20 

1. Director Harness read the email submission received by the 

complainant for CPC 266-20. 

2. Motion.  A motion by Member Dr. Kass to accept Not Sustained  

CPC 266-20 case as presented.  Roll call vote taken.  Motion passed.  

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

 

IX. Serious Use of Force Cases/Officer Involved Shooting 

a. 19-0077270 

1. Motion.  A motion by Member Dr. Kass to request the full 

investigation file for OIS 19-0077270 from the Force Review Board.  

Roll call vote taken.  Motion passed.  

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

 

X. Reports from Subcommittees 

a. Community Outreach Subcommittee – Chantal Galloway 

1. Met March 23, 2021 at 3:00 p.m. (video conference)  

2. Member Galloway submitted a Community Outreach Subcommittee 

written report.  (see attached) 

3. Next meeting April 27, 2021 at 3:00 p.m. 

b. Policy and Procedure Review Subcommittee – Dr. William Kass 

1. Met April 1, 2021 at 4:30 pm (video conference) 

2.  Chair Dr. Kass submitted a Policy and Procedure Subcommittee 

written report.  (see attached) 

3. Next meeting May 6, 2021 at 4:30 p.m. 

c. Case Review Subcommittee – Eric Nixon 

1. Next meeting April 27, 2021 at 4:30 p.m. 
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d. Personnel Subcommittee – Eric Olivas  

1. Met March 29, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. (video conference) 

2.  Vice Chair Olivas submitted a Personnel Subcommittee written report.  

(see attached) 

3. Next meeting April 26, 2021 at 4:00 p.m.  

 

XI. Discussion and Possible Action  

a. Diversity and Inclusion Training Request  

1. Motion.  A motion by Vice Chair Galloway to accept the Diversity and 

Inclusion Training Request letter as presented.  Roll call vote taken.  

Motion passed.  (see attached) 

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

 

b. Board Member Responsibilities 

1. Chair Olivas reviewed Board Member responsibilities and changes and 

CPOA Board may revisit this item at a later time.  (see attached) 

c. Contact with Board Staff  

1. Chair Olivas discussed communications between the CPOA 

Administrative Staff and CPOA Board and may follow on this item at a 

future meeting.  

d. CPOA Legal Services Contract  

1. Motion.  A motion by Chair Olivas to execute the CPOA Legal 

Services Contract as proposed with Sutin, Thayer and Browne as the 

CPOA Legal Counsel for Fiscal Year 2022 (FY22).  Roll call vote.  

Motion passed.  

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

e. Request for CPOA Legal Services:  Use of Zoom 

1. Motion.  A motion by Chair Olivas to accept the Request for CPOA 

Legal Services:  Use of Zoom letter as drafted.  Roll call vote taken.  

Motion passed.  (see attached) 
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f. Board Public Relations Policy  

1. Motion.  A motion by Vice Chair Galloway to accept the Board’s 

Public Relation Policy and to add the language to the CPOA Board’s 

Policy and Procedures as amended.  Roll call vote taken.  Motion 

passed.  (see attached) 

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

2. Motion.  A second motion by Vice Chair Galloway to amend strike the 

words “including email communication sent to the pob@cabq.gov 

email account” from the document.  Roll call vote taken.  Motion 

passed.  

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

 

g. Update on Board Vacancies  

1. Director Harness provided an update on CPOA Board vacancies. 

h. CPOA Board Subcommittee Assignments 

1. Motion.  A motion by Chair Olivas to make the following CPOA 

Board subcommittee assignments: 

i. Personnel Subcommittee:  Tara Armijo-Prewitt, Doug Mitchell, 

Eric Olivas. 

ii. Case Review Subcommittee:  Chantal Galloway, Dr. William 

Kass, Eric Nixon 

iii. Outreach Subcommittee:  Chantal Galloway, Doug Mitchell, Eric 

Nixon. 

iv. Policy and Procedure Subcommittee:  Tara Armijo-Prewitt,  

Dr. William Kass, Eric Olivas 

Roll call vote taken.  Motion passed.  (see attached) 

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

 
i. Update on of Serious Use of Force Cases and Officer Involved 

Shooting Case Materials  

1. Tina Gooch, CPOA Counsel stated that she is still working with City 

Legal and the APOA on SUOF/OIS case materials and the CPOA 

mailto:pob@cabq.gov
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Board will follow-up with this item at next regular scheduled CPOA 

Board meeting.  

j. Serious Use of Force Cases: Proposed Board Review Process  

1. Motion.  A motion by Member Dr. Kass to adopt the Serious Use of 

Force Cases proposed Board review process as written.  Roll call vote 

taken.  Motion passed.  (see attached) 

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

 
k. Changes to 2021 CPOA Executive Director’s Evaluation  

1. Motion.  A motion by Chair Olivas accept the proposed changes to the 

2021 CPOA Executive Director’s Evaluation.  Roll call vote taken.  

Motion passed.  

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

 
l. Subpoena Issuance and Consideration CPC 030-21  

1. Motion.  A motion by Vice Chair Galloway to issue an Administrative 

Subpoena to Scott Parsons for CPC 030-21.  Roll call vote taken.  

Motion passed.   

 For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

 
m. Delegation of a CPOA Board Representative to Submit PPRB Policy 

Recommendations 

1. Motion.  A motion by Member Dr. Kass to authorize the CPOA 

Executive Director to designate a CPOA Staff person to forward CPOA 

Board “No Recommendation” recommendations to the APD Policy and 

Procedure Review Unit.  Roll call vote taken.  Motion passed. 

For:  4 - Armijo-Prewitt, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

Against:  1 – Galloway  

2. Motion.  A second motion by Vice Chair Galloway to table Delegation 

of a CPOA Board Representative to Submit PPRB Policy 

Recommendations agenda item.  Roll call vote taken.  Motion failed. 

For:  2 – Galloway, Nixon 

Against:  3 – Armijo-Prewitt, Kass, Olivas  
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n. Consideration of PPRB Policies with “No Recommendation”: 

   SOP 1-50 Gun Violence Reduction Unit 

   SOP 2-36 Police Press Relations 

   SOP 2-64 VIP Custom Notifications 

1.  Motion.  A motion by Member Dr. Kass to submit a “No 

Recommendation” recommendation for SOP 1-50, SOP 2-36 and  

SOP 2-64 to the APD Policy and Procedure Review Unit (formerly 

OPA).  Roll call vote taken.  Motion passed.  

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

 
o. Board Rotation for Stakeholder Meetings 

1.  Chair Olivas provided an update on the status of Vice-Chair 

Galloway’s request to have a virtual shared CPOA Board Calendar and 

stated the request is currently being worked on by CPOA Staff and 

suggests that an update be provided to the Outreach Subcommittee at 

their next regular scheduled meeting.  The item may be placed on the 

next regular scheduled meeting agenda for discussion. 

 
XII. Meeting with Counsel re: Pending Litigation or Personnel Issues: 

 
Closed Discussion and Possible Action re: Pending Litigation or 
Personnel Issues 

 
a. Limited personnel matters pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section  

10-15-1(H)(2) 
1. Executive Director 

i. Motion.  A motion by Chair Olivas to take a member 

by member vote to move into closed session for the 

limited purpose of discussing a personnel matter.  Roll 

call vote taken.  Motion passed. 

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

 

--- Meeting on Personnel matters began at 8:29 p.m. 
and the meeting reconvened at 9:51 p.m. --- 
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i.  Motion.  A motion by Vice Chair Galloway to 

reconvene into open session and that no matters other 

than personnel matters were discussed in closed 

session.  Roll call vote taken.  Motion passed.  

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

ii. Motion.  A second motion by Member Armijo-Prewitt 

to adopt a letter with edits drafted by Chair Olivas and to 

discuss the letter with the CPOA Executive Director at 

the next regularly scheduled Personnel Subcommittee 

meeting.  Roll call vote taken.  Motion passed.  

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

 

XIII. Other Business 

a. Chair Olivas reminded the CPOA Board of the Attorney General’s 
OMA/IPRA Virtual Training on April 27, 2021. 

b. Chair Olivas encouraged the CPOA Board to attend the City Council’s 

Committee-of-the-Whole Budget Hearing meeting scheduled on May 13, 

2021 and he will send out more information to the Board.  
 

XIV. Adjournment 

a.  Motion.  A motion by Vice Chair Galloway to adjourn the meeting.  

Roll call vote taken.  Motion passed.   

For:  5 – Armijo-Prewitt, Galloway, Kass, Nixon, Olivas 

b.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 p.m.   
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